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Abstract 
The aim of the current research is to discover the following  

1- The level of cognitive motivation among middle school students  
2- Differences in the level of cognitive motivation according to the variables of 

gender (male - female), and specialization (scientific (biological, applied) and 
literary)  

3- The correlation between cognitive motivation and academic achievement  
The basic research sample consisted of ( ) male and female students, including ( ) 
male and ( ) female students, divided into the scientific and literary branches, with 
( ) male and female students for the literary branch and ( ) male and female 
students for the biological and applied scientific branch  
In order to achieve the objectives of the research, the researcher prepared a tool to 
measure the cognitive motivation of middle school students, consisting of ( ) items 
distributed in four areas, namely (the pursuit of knowledge, curiosity, exploration and 
frequenting, acceptance of challenges), and the researcher identified the cognitive 
motivation after reviewing the literature related to the subject The researcher verified the 
psychometric properties of the scale through the following procedures, which are (the 
validity of the scale in its two types (content validity and construction validity) as well 
as through the stability of the scale where two methods were used: (the method of re-
testing, and the internal homogeneity method through the use of the Vachronbach 
equation). 
The researcher analyzed the data statistically to reach the results of the research by using 
the program (Spss version ) according to the following laws: (t-test for two 
independent samples, t-test for one sample, Pearson correlation coefficient, analysis of 
binary variance). At the end of the research, the researcher reached important results for 
the current research, including the following  
1. Preparatory stage students have a moderate degree of cognitive motivation  
2. There are statistically significant differences between males and females in the level 

of cognitive motivation in favor of males  
3. There are positive statistically significant correlations between the scores of the 

cognitive motivation scale and the scores of achievement  
The researcher interpreted these results based on the theoretical frameworks, the 

results of previous studies, and the general life conditions of the students. In light of 
these results, the researcher reached a number of recommendations, including the 
following  
1. The need for teachers to pay attention to the school environment and the mental, 

psychological and social needs of students in order to help and encourage them to 



                    
           

 

accept information and search for knowledge and to bear the difficulties and troubles 
in order to obtain it  

2. Holding scientific seminars and competitions, assigning them to projects and 
scientific research, and rewarding students who contribute to distinguished 
activities  

In order to complete the requirements of the current research, the researcher proposed 
a number of proposals, including the following  
1. Conducting an experimental study to find out the impact of socialization methods on 

the motivation of middle school students 
2. Building a training program to develop the cognitive motivation of secondary 

school students in Iraq  
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